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As chief U.S. District 
Court Judge John J. Sirica 
monitors President Nixon’s 
subpoenaed Watergate tape 
recordings, another person 
listens, too: Todd Christof- 
ferson, a former Mormon 
missionary, who serves as 
the judge’s law clerk and al- 
ter ego. 

Sirica is in the process of 
examining the tapes to see 
whether any contain evi- 
dence that should be turned 
over to the Watergate spe- 
cial prosecution force. He 
listened to one tape, that of 
a June 20, 1972, meeting, for 
four hours last week. 

Sirica and Christofferson, 
two men vastly unlike in 
backgrounds but bound to- 
gether by one of the most 
serious internal crises in the 
country’s history, sit to- 
gether in a jury room be- 
hind courtroom No. 2 in the 
U.S. District Courthouse. 

Christofferson, 28, joined 
Sirica as law clerk on Sept. 
1, 1972, just two weeks be- 
fore the original seven 
Watergate indictments were 
handed down. The assign- 
ment generally runs' for a 
year, but Sirica asked him 
to stay on. 

He will leave in May to 
begin a three-month mili- 
tary obligation. . 

Christoiferson was born 
in Pleasant Gro^e, Utah, 


where his father, Dr. Paul 
L/iinsiOiiexsoii. was <>. veteri- 
narian. The father treated 
cattle who were suffering 
from a flourine emission at 
a steel plapt, and later he 
was Utah state veterinarian. 

The family moved to New 
Brunswick, 1\ T .J., where the 
father worked for a Scu bb 
laboratory, and then to Chi- 
cago, where he joined the 
William Cooper and New- 
phews laboratory. 

Todd, now a tall, soft-spo- 
ken, blond-headed • young 
man, did his undergraduate 
work at Brigham Young in 
Utah, and took 1965 and 
1966 off. ps many Mormon 
young men do, to serve as a 
missionary in Argentina. 

In the Mormon tradition, 
he does not smoke or drink. 

Sirica, 69. grew up in 
rough-and-tumble circum- 
/stances, became a good 
friend of heavyweight cham- 
pion Jack Dempsey, and leg- 
end has it that he himself 
once hit a policeman on the 
jaw. 

Christofferson was gradu- 
ated from Duke Law School, 
President Nixon’s alma ma- 
ter. He and his wife, Kathy, 
have two children, Todd An- 
drew, 3, and Brynn, 18 
months. 

Christofferson says of his 
relationship with Sirica: 
“For purposes of confiden- 
tiality, I am his alter ego.” 


